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presents

MONSTER
Frankenstein Re-Imagined

Thomas W. Douglas
Artistic Director and Conductor

Jon Erik Schreiber
Associate Conductor

Jaron Crawford
Composer and Collaborator

Band Members
Paul Thompson, Bass (Contractor) • Alex Weibel, Guitar

Jevon Rushton, Drums • Joe Sheehan, Keys
Scott Boni, Saxophone

The Oaks Theater
310 Allegheny River Boulevard, Oakmont, PA 15139

APRIL 23 + 24



2021-2022 SEASON BACH CHOIR
OF PITTSBURGH

2

A NOTE
from our Soprano, Beverly Gray

Uncertainty. Change. Flexibility. Adaptation. 
Words that many of us have lived, deeply, 
these past two years. Maybe we’ve even 
gotten comfortable with them and their 
presence in our lives. COVID has been our 
Monster, a thing created that took on a life 
of its own and changed the course of our 
collective lives. 

One of the things I enjoy so much about 
being a part of the Bach Choir is the process 
and challenge of taking a piece of music from 
sight-reading to performance; receiving the 
printed copy and breaking it apart bit by bit, 

section by section. Learning the notes and then learning the words or vice 
versa. Getting a crash course in Hebrew, or Latin, or German. Anything goes. 
Until one night at rehearsal, you notice you’re singing your part without even 
looking down at the paper. It’s part of your soul, something that wasn’t there 
before but now is a part of you. 

For “Monster,” we began with a piece of music you can’t find anywhere, except 
in our black binders (and in Thomas’ head). This is an all new composition, 
never performed before. We sight-read, experiencing that process together. 
But we also had to be flexible, making changes and adapting just like we have 
in the past two years. On the night of the performance, it will be more of the 
same, adjusting on the fly as the movie rolls. 

What we are doing has never been done before. But as Thomas says, “This is 
art.“ Thank God for it.

We won’t know what this piece really sounds like until the night of the 
performance. But we do know this: living with uncertainty is a given. Creating 
beauty with it is an option, a choice. Perhaps we can make the monster 
beautiful and, as we have with COVID, learn a little something about ourselves 
and our world.
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about the

The Bach Choir of Pittsburgh was founded in 1934 to perform works of 
Johann Sebastian Bach exclusively. Under the leadership of Conductor 
and Artistic Director Thomas W. Douglas, the choir continues to evolve 
from a narrowly-focused ensemble to a larger, more inclusive choir that 
performs major choral works by composers from the Renaissance through 
the present. 

Mission
The Bach Choir of Pittsburgh presents 
unique and moving interpretations of choral 
works to engage and captivate arts-loving 
audiences across the Pittsburgh region.

DONATE

Great Opera Choruses
Famous, recognized opera choruses with a few less-familiar ones thrown in. 
From rousing to intimate, these choruses will stir and heal the soul. Guest solo 
artists will complete this evening’s enterprise.

The Maverick Hotel: 120 S. Whitfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Friday, June 3 from 7:30PM - 9:00PM 

Saturday, June 4 from 7:30PM - 9:00PM



wqed.org

WQED is member supported. wqed.org/donate

89.3 FM   WQEDFM.ORG   CLASSICAL QED APP   SMART SPEAKER

C L A S S I C A L

F O U R  W A Y S  T O  L I S T E N

Anna Singer Jim Cunningham
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PROGRAM
THOMAS W. DOUGLAS, Conductor

JON ERIK SCHREIBER, Associate Conductor
JARON CRAWFORD, Composer / Collaborator

Groove					    Paul Thompson

Opening Credits			   Ben Opie

Dido’s Lament				    Henry Purcell

Augustine				    Blood Orange

I Want to be Free			   The Ohio Players

Dies Irae				    Ben Opie

Them Changes				   Thundercat

The List			   	 Moonchild

Bird’s Lament				    Moondog

Brand New Me				   Isaac Hayes

Dangerous				    Jaron Crawford
					     Thomas W. Douglas

Jameel’s Space Ride			   Thundercat

Frankenstein				    The Edgar Winter Group
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PROGRAM Continued
Have You Seen Her			   The Chi-lites

Give up the Funk			   Parliament	

Frankenstein (Reprise)			  The Edgar Winter Group

Closing Credits				   Ben Opie

Band Members
Paul Thompson, Bass (Contractor)

Alex Weibel, Guitar

Jevon Rushton, Drums

Joe Sheehan, Keys

Scott Boni, Saxophone
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  When family and duty collide

April 23–May 1 
August Wilson African American Cultural Center

pittsburghopera.org/blue
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Greb Wealth Management
Karen B. Greb, CFP®, CIMA®, CPWA®

Wealth Management Advisor

412.566.6537 • karen_greb@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
600 Grant Street 
49th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
fa.ml.com/grebwealthmanagement

Now more than ever, personalized advice matters

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes 
available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies that 
are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered 
investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.

Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol and Merrill are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S. Investments & Wealth Institute™ (The Institute) is the owner of the 
certification marks CIMA® and CPWA®.
© 2021 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | MAP3413078 | AD-10-21-0274 | 470944PM-0221 | 10/2021
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THOMAS W. DOUGLAS Artistic Director, is 
a compelling and passionate conductor having 
performed more than 250 opera, oratorio, 
orchestral and musical theater productions. 
As the Artistic Director of the Bach Choir of 
Pittsburgh he regularly receives accolades 
for innovative, creative and dramatically 
provocative productions. He was also the 
music director of the Newton Symphony in 
Kansas. Career highlights include conducting 
Webber’s Phantom of the Opera in Basel, 
Switzerland, Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, the 
Pittsburgh premiere of the classic silent films 

The Passion of Joan of Arc, with live orchestra and chorus, the U.S. premiere of 
David Chesky’s The Agnostic, the rousing Carmina Burana Africana, Mozart’s Die 
Zauberflöte and Don Giovanni and a production of Ain’t Misbehavin’ in Malaysia.

Douglas works regularly as Musical Director at Music Theater Wichita where he 
has done many productions including Smokey Joe’s Café, The Little Mermaid, 
Ragtime, Hairspray, The Full Monty, Miss Saigon, Beauty and the Beast and Les 
Misérables among many others.  He has also conducted the Anchorage Opera, 
San Diego Symphony, Seattle Symphony, Des Moines Symphony Pittsburgh 
Symphony, at the City Theater, Pittsburgh Festival Opera, Canton Symphony, 
Wichita Symphony, Dallas Symphony and the River City Brass Band. In addition, 
Douglas has conducted classical guitarist and Latin Grammy winner Berta 
Rojas, Tony winner Kelli O’Hara, and Leslie Odom Jr., Tony winner for his role 
in Hamilton.

Thomas has enjoyed the stage roles of Amonasro in Elton John’s Aida, Caiaphas 
in Jesus Christ Superstar, Balthazar in Amahl and the Night Visitors. He has been a 
vocal soloist with the River City Brass, Pittsburgh Opera, Pittsburgh Symphony, 
Canton Symphony, the Children’s Festival Chorus and sings frequently with 
jazz legend Joe Negri in his Mass of Hope. Douglas is the Director of Opera 
Studies and also Choral Activities at Carnegie Mellon University. This is his 18th 
season with the Bach Choir of Pittsburgh.

BIOS



JON ERIK SCHREIBER  Associate Conductor, is 
a teacher, singer and conductor with a background 
in vocal pedagogy, choral and solo song literature, 
and has experience in musical theater, folk and 
popular styles. With over two decades of experience 
directing high school choirs, church and community 
choirs, Schreiber is grateful for the rich and varied 
experiences leading and collaborating with all 
sorts of musicians young and old, challenged 

and gifted, small groups and large. In addition to serving the Bach Choir of 
Pittsburgh as Associate Conductor, Schreiber teaches music and directs 
the Chorus at Pittsburgh Allderdice High School. He is the founding Artistic 
Director and Conductor of the Indiana Community Choir at Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania (IUP), and also maintains an independent studio of voice 
students. Above all, he is thankful for the opportunity to serve his family as a 
father and husband.

JARON CRAWFORD Composer / Collaborator, 
is an LA based actor and musician. As a 
producer and recording artist, he has composed 
and performed many varieties of music that 
have gained the attention of other LA producers, 
artists and musicians. In addition to his musical 
and theatrical pursuits, Crawford is also a 
skilled horticulturalist and is teaching farming 
to elementary aged students. Crawford is a 
graduate of Carnegie Mellon University School 
of Drama. View his work at: linktr.ee/jaronsfun
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BIOS Continued

ADD US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
FaceBook / Instagram / Twitter: BachChoirPGH
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Meet the Band
ALEX WEIBEL (Guitar) is a professional multi-
instrumentalist, educator  and arranger based in 
Pittsburgh, PA. Weibel has been playing guitar, mandolin 
and other fretted instruments in a variety of styles 
professionally since the age of 14. Playing guitar since the 
age of 8, Weibel has studied with guitarists Ian Arthurs, 
Ken Karsh, Eric Suseoff and Dan Wilson. Currently, he 
is working towards a Music Education degree from 
Duquesne University where he also intends to pursue 
a Master’s Degree in Jazz Performance. Aside from this, 
Weibel can be seen teaching and playing in the Pittsburgh 

area as a session musician for various theater organizations while maintaining a busy 
schedule as a freelance jazz musician.

JEVON RUSHTON (Drums) Born and raised 
in Pittsburgh, Jevon has traveled the world with such 
shows as the Broadway Musicals CATS, Sister Act and 
School of Rock. In addition to these musicals, he created 
and produced a sell out show entitled An Evening With 
The Musical Compositions of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood. 
Rushton has had the pleasure to perform on over a dozen 
recordings as well as share the stage with such artists as 
Sean Jones, Tom Browne, Kirk Franklin and many more.

JOE SHEEHAN (Keys) is a composer, pianist 
and educator immersed in three music traditions: jazz, 
classical and sub-Saharan African music. Sheehan’s 
music and performances embrace a diversity of music 
traditions and perspectives, woven together to express 
ideas of tolerance, unity and wisdom. His compositions 
and performances have been heard at music festivals 
and conferences, concert halls, jazz venues, universities, 
museums and theaters throughout the United States 
and in Canada, Italy, Ghana and Uganda. He also founded 

Kinetic, a music collective whose performance efforts blend global folk traditions and 
contemporary jazz. The group has released two critically acclaimed albums based on 
folk songs from Ghana. Sheehan is an associate professor of Musicianship at Duquesne 
University.
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Meet the Band Continued
PAUL THOMPSON (Bass) has been 
playing bass professionally for over 30 years, 
including recording and touring stints with 
trumpeter Maynard Ferguson and saxophonist 
Stanley Turrentine.  Recent playing credits include 
Hubert Laws, Michael Feinstein and Bob James, 
among others.  Currently, he can be seen playing 
around the Pittsburgh area with Salsamba!, THOTH 
Trio, the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra or with some of 
the city’s rich jazz community.  Thompson currently 
teaches Jazz Bass at Duquesne University and West 
Virginia University and his alma mater, Pittsburgh 
CAPA 6-12 Performing Arts School.

    www.youtube.com/pdbass

SCOTT BONI (Sax)  is a saxophonist from 
Washington, PA. His relationship to the city of 
Pittsburgh was formed through a childhood 
involvement with the arts. As a member of the 
Children’s Festival Chorus, he performed at many 
venues around the city.  “I believe my experience 
with CFC laid the foundation for my path into music 
as an adult. When we rehearsed and performed it 
was very focused and intense. We had fun, but we 
were expected to act like young professionals. It 
was a wonderful experience and I have no doubt 
that all of the singing I did helps me every time I 
play the saxophone.” Studying at Boston’s Berklee College of Music, he was exposed to 
creative ideas by classmates and teachers from around the world.  “That was truly life-
changing for me. It helped me grow both personally and musically. I’m thankful to be 
performing here in Pittsburgh. I’m busy working with both old and new friends. That’s 
one of the great gifts found through the arts – the relationships you make. Pittsburgh 
has such an incredible jazz history and it’s both humbling and inspiring to be working 
in the current scene.” Scott is employed as a realtor and enjoys exploring Pittsburgh’s 
history through books, films and antiques.

The Bach Choir of Pittsburgh is thankful to be performing 
alongside such a talented group of individuals. We thank 
the band for joining us in this season’s second performance!
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Wholesale Supplier to the Marine Industry
Parts is what we sell, but service is what we do.

800-726-3075
www.BlackBurnMarine.net



DIDEROT QUARTET

CARNEGIE
MUSIC
HALL
7:30 PM Monday
May 2, 2022

Save $10 w/code DIDEROTBCP
412-626-6121 • cmpgh.org

I N - P E R S O N  A N D  D I G I TA L  T I C K E T S  AVA I L A B L E

Beethoven + Boccherini performed on period classical instruments
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MUSICIANS
SOPRANOS

SOPRANOS
Liz Beresford
Wendy Carson *
Sandra Gibson
Beverly Gray
Beth Jacobs *

Mary Jeffries
Tracy Keys
Ceinwen King-Smith
Takako Kiyota-Petek
Joanna Obuzor
Erica Shadowsong

Nacol Sharkins
Polly Swanson +
Rebecca Symms *
Nicole Tascarella *
Andrea Walczak

ALTOS
Liz Arkush
Wendy Arons
Tybe Brett
Claudia Broman
Joan Cosgrove
Liz Criss
Joan Devine

Beverly Filtz
Julie Galati *
Keren Gifford
Mary Sabol
Nancy Long *
Joy McNally
Polly McQueen

Penny Morel
Sue Phillips
Ellen Stolpe +
Tara Vargo

TENORS
Earle Ashbridge
Peter Carras
Brian Filtz

Kane Karsteter-McKernan
Jon Erik Schreiber *
Rob Schwartz +

BASSES
David Allan
Randy Bryant
Matt Dooley +*
Nick Eustis
Ben Filippone *
Albert Flasck
Ayres Freitas

Michael Friedrich
Stephen Fuegi
George Libby
Shane Michael
Daniel Reese *
Andrew Sabol *
Erich Stein *

Jim Storch
Steven Suarez
Paul Tellers
Theo Towns
Carter Wellons
Conrad Zapanta

* Professional Core
+ Section Manager

George Spencer *

A very special                to the many volunteers
                    who make our performances possible!

thanks  



 RESONANCE WORKS
            presents

ResonanceWorks.orgTickets on sale now at

APRIL 30 MAY 20 & 22

A vibrant celebration
of women in the 

arts featuring opera,
art song, jazz, & more.

Giuseppe Verdi’s
heartbreaking opera

masterpiece is reimagined
in 1930s Hollywood.
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CONTRIBUTORS

to those who have given gifts to our mission
This list reflects gifts given over the past year *

Thank you

Allegheny Regional Asset District
Bloomberg Philanthropies
The Heinz Endowments
Laurel Foundation
McCune Foundation
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Google Matching Gifts
PNC Foundation Matching Gifts
F. H. Robinson Trust

FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS

Estate of Nancy B. Thompson 
Selina & Robert Johnson
Carole & Earle Ashbridge
Claudia Broman
Christine Milcarek
James P. Cassaro

Erich Stein & Polly McQueen
Penny & Benoit Morel
Lorraine & Bill Blackburn
Paul Block
Arthur Kerr
Anna Singer

PRESTO $1000+

Shelly Parver & David Lenkner
John Yackovich
Laurie & David Charlton

Michelle & Richard Muth
Janice & Randal Bryant

VIVACE $500 – $999

Beverly & Howard Filtz
Leah Rubenstein & Paul Tellers
Joy & Mark McNally
James & Judy Stark
Roxanne & George Libby

Joan & Neil Cosgrove
Brian Filtz
Susan & Harry Givelber
Beth & Micah Jacobs
Jane Story

ALLEGRO $250 – $499

Wendy Arons & Michael Pedriel
Cynthia Magistro
Christine & Thomas Brockmeyer
Cornelius Cosgrove

Shirley Golden
Meg & Matt Dooley
Peg Patterson
Joan Devine & Mark Miller

ANDANTE $100 – $249

* as of 12/31/2021
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CONTRIBUTORS Continued
Jorunn Allersma
Thomas Massella
Laura Moeller
Wendy & Russell Carson
Nancy Long
Laurie Mann
Christopher Fox
Patricia Freedman
Lena Galing
Cindy LaCom & Peter Hanson

Christopher Neffshade
Christine Oppenheimer
Brent Ripley
Alex Zanon
Kate Drabecki & William Hopkins
Marcy Held
Elizabeth & Jim Amato
Nancy Barta-Smith
Henry Mader
Claire Walker

ANDANTE Continued $100 – $249

Mike Friedrich
Thomas Bajorek
Mary Jeffries
George & DJ Spencer
Peter Carras
Joanna Obuzor
Nancy Galbraith
Mary Ann Harcha
Edward Jaicks
Debbie Moses
Margaret Patterson
Rachela Permenter
Shanae Phillips
Laura Quinn
Irene Surmik

Rebecca Symms
Carolyn & David Tilove
Margaret & Carter Wellons
Jean Alexander
Mary Boyle
Stella Byers
Sharon & Aron Parver
John Carson
William J. Jones
Michele Kotlowy
Carolyn Maue & Bryan Hunt
Susan Phillips & Mark Held
Judith Sutton
Ora Weitz

ADAGIO $50 – $99

Elena Schreiber
Catherine Parham
Leslie Clark
Phyllis Davidson
Sharon Eakes
Karen Gilboa
Brian Edward Leach
Sara Jane Lowry
Katherine Thomas
David Brewton
Susan Oerkvitz
Anne Peters
Hal Dixler

Jeannette Gilbert
Laura Haibeck
Kevin Lamb
Ellen Stolpe
Diane Barati
Nacol Sharkins
Polly & Gerald Swanson
Cynthia	Pratt
Georzetta Ratcliffe
Elizabeth Beresford
Susanna Fussenegger
Karen Schaller
Theo Towns

LENTO up to $49
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for attending and 
for your support

Thank you!

STAFF
Artistic Director  Thomas W. Douglas		  Operations Manager  Brian Sayre
Associate Conductor  Jon Erik Schreiber		 Marketing Manager  Natalie Coccia
Accompanist  James Burns			 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Board Chair  Penny Morel			   Director  Anna Singer
Board Vice Chair  Robert Johnson		  Ex-Officio  Polly McQueen
Board Treasurer Paul E. Block			  Ex-Officio  George Libby
Board Secretary  Christine Milcarek 		  Ex-Officio  Thomas W. Douglas
Director  Jason Laura			   Ex-Officio  Graham Fandrei
Director  Randal Bryant

Funded in Part ByFunded in Part By


